People like Anna

	Book title/Author
	Who is featured?
	Where/when did the person live?
	What obstacles did the person face?
	What did the person accomplish?
	How is the person like Anna?

	Waiting to Sing/

Howard Kaplan
	boy, sister, father, mother
	boy and his family live in a city apartment 
	The boy and his family must cope with the loss of his mother.  Though the boy finds it hard to continue he knows that life must go on even those jobs that are unending like laundry, cooking, and cleaning.
	Through the whole book music is important in the family and the piano is the center of the family.  The boy’s father teaches him to play and gives him the gift of music to cope with his grief.
	The boy lost his mother and so did Anna.  There are other connections with Sarah Plain and Tall, like references to the Northeast coast of the United States and the music is very important to this family as it is to the Witting family.

	Pulling the Lion’s Tail/Jane Kurtz
	Almaz, father, Kibret (step-mother)
	Ethiopia
	Almaz’s mother dies.  Almaz and her father mourn their loss by dressing in black and Almaz cuts her hair off.  Almaz’s father remarries and she does not know how to gain her stepmother’s affection.


	Almaz wins her stepmother’s affection and it turns out that Kibret, her stepmother just misses her village and is homesick.
	Both Anna and Kibret live in grassland areas, just on two different continents.  Anna and Kibret must learn to deal with the loss of their mother and life with a “new mother.”

	A New Mother for Martha/
	Martha, father, Virginia, June (step-mother) (housekeeper)
	Unknown

The story takes place in Martha’s house. 
	Martha’s mother dies and she has a dream of her returning.  Because of her dream, she believes that her mother will return.  She discovers that her dream is not going to come true.  Her father remarries and she must learn how to be a part of her “new” family.
	Martha accepts her mother’s death and learns to love her stepmother.
	Martha looses her mother and must learn to love her stepmother just like Anna.  Martha has fond memories of her mother and Anna was old enough to remember her mother also.

	Sarah Plain and Tall/Patricia MacLachlan
	Anna, Caleb, Sarah, and Papa
	Kansas on the prairie in 1880’s
	Anna, Sarah, Caleb, and Papa must brave the hardships of living on the prairie.  They must do daily work so that they can live and eat.   Anna, Caleb, and Papa must deal with the death of their mother/wife and Sarah must learn to live away from her home. 
	The characters overcome the hardships of living on the prairie and Anna heals from the loss of her mother with a “new mother” in her life.
	Is Anna


